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Reply to OlTicc Aclion of February I3» 2006 
AMENDMENTS TO TIIR CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions^ and listings^ of claims in the application: 
1-3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currcnily Amended) An image display apparatus comprising: 
an illumination optical system liaving a light source; 

a plurality of spatial light modulation elements each having relleeling electrodes; 

a polarization el«;m«F>li^ element corresponding to each. of the plural spatial light 
modulation elements; 

a color separation/composition element for color-separating illumination light from 
the illumination optical system into tranr i mir i sion l i ght and refloot i on l i ght to-dtp&enhtfa 
g e nerotod tfonsnv ission light and ri^flwtieB light tltoJJ for the respective spatial light 
modulation elements via th e oorresponding po l ar imtion olemotits ami for compositing 
rcneclion lights from the spatial light modulation elements, the color separation/composition 
element having reflection planes laid obliquely agamfit with respect to the illumination light 
wh e re th e illumination light ir y c olor-sepa rat e d and Ihe r e flation lights are composit e d ; 

a projection optical system for projecting composited light outgoing from the color 
separation/composition element to display an image of the respective spatial light modulation 
elements.; 

a first polarization change means fo r, ol'lhc i l l umination l i ght, causing light of 
wavelength band which is supposed to pass lhrt>ugh the reflection planes of the color 
scparation/comptwition element to beof P-polarized light toward the rcflection planes and 
causing light of wavelength band which is supposed to be reflected by the reHcctiun planes of 
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the color scparalion/composilion clcmcni ti> be ofS-poIarized light toward the reflection 
planes, tlic first polarization change means being disposed ||on|| in an optical path between 
the illumination optical system and the color separation/composition elcmentHtml 

a second polarization change means fo r, of th e i llumination l i ght, rutaling polari/ation 
direction of light ofa wavelength band which is supposed to be blocked by the polarization 
element, the <;econd polarization change means being disposed in -einm optical path between 
the color separation/composition clement and the polarization clement corresponding to at 
least one the spatial light modulation element. 

5. (Currently Amended) 'llic image display apparatus according to claim 4, whcTcin 

the second polari/ation change means is a retarder stack whi ch, of th e illumination 
rotates only polarization direction of light ol* wavelength band which is supposed to be 
blocked by the polari/ation clement 

6. (Original) The image display apparatus according to claim 4, wherein 
transmission axes of the respective polarization elements are rotated against polarization 
directions of the illumination lights outgoing from the color separation/composition element 
10 the a^spcctivc polarization elements so as to adjust white balance of a display image. 
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